
Comm 3631: Freedom of speech Fall 2018
Prof. Gil Rodman   office houfirs ( oror2 284)(F
ro2man@ufimn.e2ufi  TufiTh 10-11a, Th 230-330p an2 by appointment

Course description and objectives
This ( is ( a coufirs (e aboufit the theory an2 practice of “free2om of s (peech” as ( it has ( s (hifte2 an2 change2 in the US
over the pas (t centufiry or s (o.  Some of the major qufies (tions ( we’ll examine this ( s (emes (ter inclufi2e:

• Where 2oes ( the i2ea of “free s (peech” come from?  Why is ( it s (omething oufir cufiltufire valufies (?
• Is ( free s (peech a right or a privilege?
• Who is ( allowe2 to s (peak an2 what are they allowe2 to s (ay?
• What res (pons (ibilities ( oif anyF go along with the right to free s (peech?
• Shoufil2 free s (peech encompas (s ( non-verbal forms ( of commufinication?
• Is ( free s (peech a neces (s (ary featufire of a 2emocracy?
• What limits ( oif anyF 2o we nee2 to place on free s (peech?
• What types ( of res (triction on expres (s (ion coufint as ( cens (ors (hip?
• How 2o we 2is (tingufiis (h “expres (s (ion” from “action”?
• An2 who’s ( empowere2 to make thes (e 2ecis (ions ( anyway?

None of the big qufies (tions ( we’ll a22res (s ( this ( s (emes (ter have eas (y ans (wers (.  Youfir gra2es ( will 2epen2 on o1F youfir
ability to think critically aboufit the i2eal role of free s (peech in a 2emocratic s (ociety, an2 o2F youfir ability to argue
youfir pos (itions ( on thos (e is (s (ufies ( pers (ufias (ively, rather than youfir ability to memorize an2 repeat the “right” ans (wers (.

Readings
All the requfiire2 rea2ings ( are available via the coufirs (e Canvas ( s (ite.

Canvas
If youfi’re on the ros (ter, youfi s (houfil2 alrea2y have acces (s ( to the coufirs (e Canvas ( s (ite.  Log in to the U’s ( main Canvas (
page ohttps (://canvas (.ufimn.e2ufi/F an2 s (elect “COMM 3631” from either the Das (hboar2 or the Coufirs (es ( menufi.  We
will ufis (e Canvas ( for s (everal things ( this ( s (emes (ter:

• acces (s ( to the official coufirs (e 2ocufiments ( an2 as (s (ignments (
• acces (s ( to all oufir requfiire2 rea2ings (
• a gra2e2 coufirs (e blog where youfi will contribufite pos (ts ( an2 comments ( aboufit the coufirs (e material
• a repos (itory for varioufis ( me2ia examples ( relevant to oufir requfiire2 rea2ings (
• occas (ional bufis (ines (s (-relate2 annoufincements ( aboufit the coufirs (e

More information on Canvas ( can be foufin2 at:
• https (://commufinity.canvas (lms (.com/2ocs (/DOC-10701 [text-bas (e2 gufii2e]
• https (://commufinity.canvas (lms (.com/vi2eos (/1124)(-canvas (-overview-s (tufi2ents ( [vi2eo tufitorial]

[N.B.: There are Canvas ( s (martphone apps ( os (earch for “Canvas ( Stufi2ent”F for both iPhone an2 An2roi2, thoufigh
thes (e are probably not the mos (t efficient way to ufis (e Canvas ( on a regufilar bas (is (.]

Grades
This ( coufirs (e follows ( the Univers (ity’s ( pufiblis (he2 s (tan2ar2s ( for A-r gra2ing:

• A:  “achievement that is ( oufits (tan2ing relative to the level neces (s (ary to meet coufirs (e requfiirements (”
• B:  “achievement that is ( s (ignifcantly above the level neces (s (ary to meet coufirs (e requfiirements (”
• C:  “achievement that meets ( the coufirs (e requfiirements ( in every res (pect”
• D:  “achievement that is ( worthy of cre2it even thoufigh it fails ( to meet fufilly the coufirs (e requfiirements (”
• r:  “s (ignifes ( that the work was ( . . . complete2 bufit at a level of achievement that is ( not worthy of cre2it.”



rinal coufirs (e gra2es ( will be calcufilate2 ufis (ing the following s (che2ufile:
• Atten2ance/participation oA/PF:  25 points ( maximufim
• Coufirs (e blog:  25 points ( maximufim
• Thoufight paper oTPF:  ufip to 10 points (
• Cas (e s (tufi2ies ( oCSs (F:  ufip to 10 points ( each

N.B.:  Regar2les (s ( of youfir other gra2es (, the upper limit for course grade is your fial A/P grade multiplied by 4
oe.g., if youfir fnal A/P gra2e is ( 21, youfir maximufim pos (s (ible coufirs (e gra2e is ( 84)(F.

Point totals ( at the en2 of the s (emes (ter will trans (late to letter gra2es ( as ( follows (:
A 93+ B+ 87-89 C+ 77-79 D+ 67-69

A- 90-92 B 83-86 C 73-76 D 60-66

B- 80-82 C- 70-72 r 0-59
• There will  be occas (ional opportufinities ( to earn points ( via in-clas (s ( qufiizzes ( an2/or extra as (s (ignments (.

Sufich  opportufinities (  will  be  the  exception,  rather  than  the  rufile,  an2  they  will not  be  ofere2  on  an
in2ivi2ufial bas (is (.

• “S/N” gra2es ( will only be given to s (tufi2ents ( who have regis (tere2 for the coufirs (e on an S/N bas (is (.
• “I” gra2es ( will only be given ufin2er extraordiiary circufims (tances ( oi.e., major life emergencies (F.

Attendance/participation (A/P)
This ( is ( iot a lectufire-bas (e2 coufirs (e.  Oufir clas (s ( meetings ( will be s (trufictufire2 aroufin2 2is (cufis (s (ions (, s (o youfi’ll nee2 to:

• atten2 clas (s ( regufilarly,
• 2o the requfiire2 rea2ings ( carefufilly, an2
• come to clas (s ( prepare2 to 2is (cufis (s ( thos (e rea2ings ( in thoufightfufil fas (hion.

On any given 2ay, I will 2o my bes (t to make s (ufire that everyone gets ( a chance to make meaningfufil contribufitions (
to oufir convers (ations (.  This ( may mean that I will call on youfi if youfi have been exceptionally qufiiet or, alternately,
that I will as (k youfi iot to s (peak for a while if youfi have been extra talkative an2 other s (tufi2ents ( have not been
hear2 from.

ror gra2ing pufirpos (es (, any 2ay when youfi are “pres (ent in name only” oPINOF is ( the equfiivalent of an abs (ence.  As (
the name implies (, a PINO 2ay happens ( when youfi are phys (ically pres (ent for a s (che2ufile2 clas (s ( meeting, bufit youfi
2o not contribufite to oufir 2is (cufis (s (ion in a s (ufibs (tantive fas (hion.  This ( inclufi2es ( obufit is ( not limite2 toF 2ays ( when:

• youfi are pres (ent for les (s ( than half of a given clas (s ( meeting,
• youfi have clearly not 2one the as (s (igne2 rea2ing, an2/or
• youfi are primarily a pas (s (ive s (pectator in oufir in-clas (s ( activities (.

Decis (ions ( aboufit what coufints ( as ( a PINO 2ay will be bas (e2 on my as (s (es (s (ment of youfir in-clas (s ( performance, an2
I will email youfi aboufit any s (ufich 2ecis (ion within 24)( houfirs ( of the clas (s ( meeting in qufies (tion.

There are no excufis (e2 abs (ences ( in this ( coufirs (e.  If youfi mis (s ( clas (s ( ofor any reas (onF, then youfi can’t contribufite to
oufir 2is (cufis (s (ions (, an2 s (o youfi can’t earn A/P points ( for that 2ay.  Signifcantly late arrivals ( an2/or early 2epartufires (
will res (ufilt in lower A/P s (cores ( for the 2ays ( in qufies (tions (.

We have 28 clas (s ( meetings ( this ( s (emes (ter, each of which allows ( youfi to earn ufip to 1 point towar2 youfir A/P gra2e.
The maximufim nufimber of A/P points ( youfi can earn overall is ( 25.

Course blog
The blog is ( an online forufim where youfi an2 youfir clas (s (mates ( will s (take oufit clear pos (itions ( on the major is (s (ufies (
rais (e2 by oufir requfiire2 rea2ings ( an2 in-clas (s ( 2is (cufis (s (ions (,  an2 ofer pers (ufias (ive argufiments ( to s (ufipport  thos (e
pos (itions (.  Pos (ts (/comments ( that o1F are primarily s (ufimmaries ( of the rea2ings (/2is (cufis (s (ions (, o2F focufis ( on minor
facets ( of  the rea2ings (/2is (cufis (s (ions (,  o3F focufis ( on topics ( oufits (i2e of  the coufirs (e content,  an2/or o4)(F are largely
s (imple s (tatements ( of o2is (Fagreement will iot coufint towar2s ( youfir gra2e.



Blog  contribufitions ( will be gra2e2 every coufirs (e week:  i.e., the s (even-2ay perio2 that begins ( each Tufies (2ay at
11:15 am.  oN.B.: ror gra2ing pufirpos (es (, the las (t coufirs (e week of the s (emes (ter begins ( at 11:15 am on 11 Dec an2
en2s ( at 1:30     pm oi 15 Dec  .F  ror any given coufirs (e week, there are two ways ( to earn points (:

• Youfi create a pos (t of at least 300 words of thoufightfufil commentary aboufit the as (s (igne2 rea2ings ( an2/or
oufir  in-clas (s ( 2is (cufis (s (ions (/exercis (es (.  Youfi can earn a maximufim of 1 point each coufirs (e week for s (ufich
pos (ts (.

• Youfi create a comment of at least 300 words of thoufightfufil res (pons (e to one of youfir clas (s (mates (’ pos (ts ( or
comments (.  Youfi can earn a maximufim of 1 point each coufirs (e week for s (ufich comments (.

ror  gra2ing  pufirpos (es (,  only  youfir  own wor2s (  coufint:  e.g.,  75  wor2s (  from youfi  plufis (  250  wor2s (  qufiote2  from
els (ewhere coufints ( as ( 75 wor2s (, rather than 325.  Similarly,  if youfir contribufitions ( inclufi2e large amoufints ( of fller
pros (e,  only  the  s (ufibs (tantive  wor2s (  will  coufint  towar2  youfir  gra2e.   Any  given  blog  contribufition  mufis (t  be
s (ufibs (tantially  2iferent  from  youfir  other  contribufitions (  to  the  blog:  i.e.,  youfi  2on’t  earn  a22itional  points (  for
rephras (ing an argufiment youfi’ve alrea2y ma2e in previoufis ( pos (ts (/comments (.  Pos (ts (/comments ( s (horter than 300
wor2s ( will iot earn points (.

There are 15 coufirs (e weeks ( in the s (emes (ter, each of which allows ( youfi to earn ufip to 2 points ( towar2 youfir Coufirs (e
Blog gra2e.  The maximufim nufimber of Coufirs (e Blog points ( youfi can earn overall is ( 25.

Technical ins (trufictions (
• Acces (s ( the blog ufis (ing the “Dis (cufis (s (ions (” link in the lefthan2 menufi of the coufirs (e Canvas ( s (ite.
• Create a new pos (t ufis (ing the “+Dis (cufis (s (ion” bufitton in the ufipper righthan2 corner of the page.
• Comment on an exis (ting threa2 ufis (ing the “Reply” link beneath that threa2’s ( box.

Tips (
• There  are  no  rea2ing-relate2  2ea2lines (  for  the  blog:  i.e.,  youfi  can  s (till  earn  points (  for  “late”

pos (ts (/comments ( on “ol2” rea2ings (, as ( long as ( youfi’re a22ing s (omething new to the convers (ation.
• Youfir comments ( s (houfil2 be res (pectfufil an2 cons (trufictive -- especially if youfi are 2is (agreeing with s (omething

one of youfir clas (s (mates ( has ( written.

Thought paper (TP)
In a well-crafte2 an2 thoufightfufil es (s (ay of at least 1000 word  s  , a22res (s ( both of the following qufies (tions (:

• Pick one coitroversial form of expres (s (ion that youfi believe should be s (ufibject to goverimeital res (trictions (
of s (ome s (ort an2, in as ( persuasive a fas (hion as ( youfi can, explain what s (ort of res (trictions ( youfi think are
appropriate an2 why youfi believe this ( form of expres (s (ion nee2s ( to be legally limite2.

• Pick one coitroversial form of expres (s (ion oone that’s ( 2iferent from the frs (t oneF that youfi believe should
iot be s (ufibject to  goverimeital res (trictions ( of any s (ort an2, in as (  persuasive a fas (hion as ( youfi can,
explain why youfi believe this ( form of expres (s (ion merits ( s (ufich s (trong protection.

This ( as (s (ignment will be uigraded.  As (s (ufiming youfi tufirn the paper in, youfi s (houfil2 receive fufill cre2it o10 points (F for
2oing s (o --  thoufigh I res (erve the right to as (s (ign lower gra2es ( oinclufi2ing zeros (F to TPs ( that fail  to meet the
as (s (ignment’s ( requfiirements (.  This ( paper is ( 2ufie by 11:15 am oi 11 September.  No late TPs ( will be accepte2.

Tips (
• Make  s (ufire  that  what  youfi’ve  chos (en  to  write  aboufit  are  forms (  of  expressioi.   The  line  between

“expres (s (ion” an2 “action” is ( s (ometimes ( fufizzy, bufit 2o youfir bes (t to choos (e phenomena that clearly belong
on the “expres (s (ion” s (i2e of that line.  oExample: Mufir2er is ( an action.  An es (s (ay explaining the bes (t way
to mufir2er s (omeone is ( a form of expres (s (ion.  A TP argufiing for the legalization of mufir2er woufil2 iot ft the
as (s (ignment properly, bufit a TP argufiing that “how to” es (s (ays ( on mufir2er s (houfil2 be legal would ft.F

• Make s (ufire that youfir chos (en forms ( of expres (s (ion are coitroversial.  Youfir gran2ma’s ( recipe for hot2is (h is (
a form of expres (s (ion, bufit ufinles (s ( it inclufi2es ( contraban2 or pois (on, it’s ( probably not very controvers (ial --
an2 if there’s ( no controvers (y, then there’s ( not mufich of an argufiment aboufit whether it s (houfil2 be legal.

• Youfir argufiments ( s (houfil2 focufis ( on potential res (trictions ( ma2e by the goverimeit orather than by private
employers (, s (ocial me2ia platforms (, etc.F: e.g., a TP aboufit whether the s (tate of Minnes (ota s (houfil2 ban
“hate s (peech” fts ( the as (s (ignment, bufit a TP aboufit whether Twitter s (houfil2 ban “hate s (peech” 2oes ( not.



• Youfir main goal in this ( as (s (ignment is ( to make pers (ufias (ive argufiments ( aboufit what the law should be --
which may not be the s (ame as ( what the law actufially is (.  Even if youfi agree with what the law s (ays ( aboufit
youfir chos (en forms ( of expres (s (ion, youfi nee2 to be able to explain why youfi think the law is ( correct.

• This ( es (s (ay is ( not jufis (t a chance to s (tate youfir opinions (.  Simply s (haring an opinion 2oes (n’t requfiire mufich
thoufight, es (pecially withoufit a rationale for why youfi believe what youfi 2o.  Youfi s (houfil2 approach this ( es (s (ay
as ( an opportufinity to chaige youfir aufi2ience’s ( opinion aboufit the forms ( of expres (s (ion in qufies (tion.

• Think carefufilly aboufit how youfir ans (wers ( to the two pieces ( of this ( as (s (ignment relate to each other.  If I
can s (wap youfir two forms ( of expres (s (ion with youfir two rationales ( an2 fn2 youfir argufiments ( to be jufis (t as (
pers (ufias (ive, then thos (e argufiments ( aren’t as ( s (trong as ( they s (houfil2 be.

Case studies (CSs)
Over the coufirs (e of the s (emes (ter, I will pos (t 10 2iferent CS narratives ( to the coufirs (e Canvas ( s (ite -- 5 2ufiring the
frs (t week of October, 3 2ufiring the frs (t week of November, an2 2 2ufiring the frs (t week of December -- each of
which will 2es (cribe a hypothetical free s (peech cas (e.  ror each of thes (e, youfi can write an2 s (ufibmit a report that
explains ( how youfi woufil2 res (olve the cas (e in qufies (tion an2 why youfi think youfir s (olufition is ( the bes (t one.

ror each CS that youfi s (ufibmit, youfir complete2 report mufis (t cons (is (t of two parts (:
• Two s (hort lists -- one for each of the two main pos (itions ( in the cas (e -- of the mos (t important facts ( an2

argufiments ( that s (ufipport thos (e pos (itions (.  Each lis (t s (houfil2 be at least fve items loig an2 each item on
youfir lis (ts ( s (houfil2 cons (is (t of complete s (entences (.

• An essay of at least 1000 words that explains ( how youfi woufil2 res (olve the cas (e in qufies (tion an2 -- mos (t
importantly -- pres (ents ( a  persuasive argumeit in s (ufipport of youfir chos (en res (olufition.  Youfir argufiment
s (houfil2 2emons (trate that youfi are familiar with the requfiire2 rea2ings ( that are mos (t relevant to the cas (e in
qufies (tion. [N.B.: Youfir lis (ts ( 2o  iot coufint towar2s ( the 1000-wor2 requfiirement.  Es (s (ays ( that fall s (hort of
1000 wor2s ( will iot receive pas (s (ing gra2es (.]

Each CS is ( worth a maximufim of 10 points (.  CSs ( that earn gra2es ( of D or r will be worth a fxe2 nufimber of points (
on a s (li2ing s (cale: the frs (t s (ufich CS youfi s (ufibmit will earn 5 points (, the s (econ2 will earn 4)( points (, an2 s (o on.
Other CSs ( will be worth points ( on a s (cale proportionate to the gra2ing s (che2ufile on page 2 of the s (yllabufis (: e.g., a
B- paper is ( worth 8 points (, a B paper is ( worth 8.3 points (, an2 s (o on.

Youfi can s (ufibmit as ( many oor as ( fewF CSs ( as ( youfi like.  It is (, however, mathematically impos (s (ible to pas (s ( the
coufirs (e withoufit s (ufibmitting at leas (t 1 CS, an2 the average s (tufi2ent will nee2 to s (ufibmit 3-4)( Cas (e Stufi2ies ( in or2er
to pas (s ( the coufirs (e.  The fnal 2ea2line -- which is ( frm an2 non-negotiable -- for all CSs ( is ( 1:30 pm oi 15 Dec.
The only poteitial exceptions ( to this ( rufile involve s (itufiations ( where youfi have a documeited major life emergency
of s (ome s (ort.

Other CS a2vice/rufiles (:
• There is (  no s (ingle “right”  ans (wer that  I  will  look for  when I  gra2e CSs (.  The overall  qufiality  of  the

argufiment youfi make in any given CS matters ( more than the s (pecifc pos (ition youfi take.  That s (ai2, s (ome
pos (itions ( are mufich har2er to 2efen2 s (uficces (s (fufilly than others (.  Whatever pos (ition youfi take s (houfil2 be
well s (ufipporte2 by oaF the available facts ( an2 obF a pers (ufias (ive, well-cons (truficte2 argufiment.

• Do  iot attempt  to  res (pon2  to  the  CSs (  by  inventing  a22itional  “facts (”  that  magically  make  the
complications ( an2 tens (ions ( in the cas (e 2is (appear oe.g., a new amen2ment to the Cons (titufition, ratife2
jufis (t las (t week, that s (omehow s (ettles ( the cas (e at han2 in a clear an2 obvioufis ( wayF.  

• Youfi s (houfil2 take relevant argufiments ( from oufir requfiire2 rea2ings ( into accoufint when youfi write ufip youfir
CSs (. Youfi are iot obligate2 to agree with thos (e argufiments (, bufit youfi als (o aren’t allowe2 to s (imply ignore
them. An2 even if youfi do agree with thos (e argufiments (, youfi s (till nee2 to make a pers (ufias (ive argufiment of
youfir  own for  how an2 why the rea2ing in  qufies (tion is (  the mos (t  appropriate  gufii2e  to  res (olving the
s (cenario in the CS.

• The items ( on youfir lis (ts ( s (houfil2 focufis ( on the s (pecifc 2etails ( of the cas (e in qufies (tion, rather than generic
claims ( relate2 to free s (peech.  oExample:  “The rirs (t Amen2ment protects ( s (peech” is ( iot a helpfufil lis (t
item, bufit “The SCOTUS has ( cons (is (tently hel2 that para2es ( os (ufich as ( the one in this ( CSF coufint as ( a kin2
of s (peech an2 are s (ufibject to rirs (t Amen2ment protection” woufil2 be.F



• Remember that youfir goal is (n’t s (imply to 2emons (trate that youfi have an opinion: it’s ( to  persuade youfir
rea2er that youfir pos (ition on the is (s (ufie at han2 is ( correct.  Es (s (ays ( that merely as (s (ert a pos (ition withoufit
argufiing it will iot meet the requfiirements ( of this ( as (s (ignment, an2 the highest gra2e they will earn is ( a D.
That  s (ame  gra2e  ceiling  als (o  applies (  to  CSs (  that  2evote  more  time/s (pace  to  s (ufimmaries (  an2/or
paraphras (es ( of the relevant rea2ings ( than they 2o on pres (enting youfir argufiment.

Paperless (mostly) assignments
Everythiig youfi’ll s (ufibmit for a gra2e this ( s (emes (ter must be s (ufibmitte2 2igitally.  Blog contribufitions ( can oobvioufis (lyF
only happen online.  All other written as (s (ignments ( mufis (t be s (ufibmitte2  via email to ro2man@ufimn.e2ufi as (  fle
attachmeits in one of the following formats (:

• LibreOffice/OpenOffice o.o2tF
• Micros (oft Wor2 o.2oc or .2ocxF
• Rich Text rormat o.rtfF

As (s (ignments ( s (ufibmitte2 in other formats ( oinclufi2ing PDrs (, paper, links ( to online 2ocufiments (F will iot be accepte2.

Academic dishonesty
The following is ( a partial lis (t of examples ( of aca2emic 2is (hones (ty:

• plagiaris (m in any of its ( forms (
• copying as (s (ignments ( oin whole or in partF pro2ufice2 by other s (tufi2ents (
• “2oufible-2ipping” oi.e., ufis (ing the s (ame work to earn more than one gra2e -- inclufi2ing attempts ( to reufis (e

work that youfi have s (ufibmitte2 for a gra2e in s (ome other coufirs (eF
• having s (omeone els (e res (earch an2/or write s (ufibs (tantial portions ( of any gra2e2 as (s (ignment for youfi
• 2eleting an2/or re-e2iting blog pos (ts (/comments ( after they’ve been place2 on the coufirs (e Canvas ( s (ite
• knowingly as (s (is (ting s (omeone els (e in their eforts ( to engage in any of the above practices (

The miiimum penalty for aca2emic 2is (hones (ty is ( a zero for the as (s (ignment in qufies (tion.  Pufit blufintly, the ris (ks ( are
high oplagiaris (m is (  ufis (ufially  eas (y  to  i2entifyF,  the penalties (  are higher oe.g.,  expufils (ion from the UF,  an2 the
potential benefts ( are ufis (ufially trivial oe.g., youfi “earn” enoufigh points ( to tufirn a C into a C+F.

Some helpfufil res (oufirces ( to avoi2 aca2emic 2is (hones (ty inclufi2e:
• https (://commufinitys (tan2ar2s (.ufimn.e2ufi/avoi2-violations (/avoi2ing-s (cholas (tic-2is (hones (ty
• http://www.gilro2man.com/2015/03/01/how-to-plagiarize-well-tips (-for-my-ufin2ergra2ufiates (-rerufin-s (ufin2ay/

Miscellaneous
• Oufir 2is (cufis (s (ions ( will cover topics ( that are likely to evoke s (trong 2iferences ( of opinion.  I 2on’t expect oufir

clas (s ( meetings ( to pro2ufice ufinanimoufis ( agreement aboufit thos (e topics (, bufit I 2o expect oufir 2is (cufis (s (ions ( to
be characterize2 by mufitufial res (pect an2 collegiality.  Strong opinions ( are acceptable; verbal bufillying an2
pers (onal attacks (, on the other han2, will iot be tolerate2 ufin2er any circufims (tances (.

• Signifcant 2is (rufiptions ( of the normal fow of coufirs (e-relate2 bufis (ines (s ( -- e.g., ufis (ing cell phones ( in clas (s (,
exces (s (ive s (i2e chatter, prematufire leave-taking behavior -- may res (ufilt in gra2e penalties (.

• Youfi may make aufi2io an2/or vi2eo recor2ings ( of clas (s ( meetings ( for youfir pers (onal ufis (e, provi2e2 youfi 2o
s (o withoufit 2is (rufipting the or2inary fow of the clas (s (.  The pufirchas (e an2/or s (ale of either written notes ( or
recor2ings ( of clas (s ( meetings ( is ( s (trictly prohibite2.

• I will make every reas (onable efort to accommo2ate s (tufi2ents (’ nee2s ( relating to religioufis ( holi2ays ( an2/or
2ocufimente2 2is (abilities (.  By Univers (ity policy, youfi mufis (t provi2e written notice ofor religioufis ( holi2ays (F
an2/or official 2ocufimentation ofor 2is (abilities (F with enoufigh lea2 time for accommo2ations ( to be arrange2.

• Univers (ity policy prohibits ( s (exufial haras (s (ment as ( 2efne2 in the Janufiary 2018 policy s (tatement os (ee
https (://policy.ufimn.e2ufi/hr/s (exharas (s (as (s (aufiltF.  In my role as ( a Univers (ity employee, I am requfiire2 to s (hare
information that I learn aboufit pos (s (ible s (exufial mis (con2ufict with the campufis ( Title IX office that a22res (s (es (
thes (e concerns (.  Qufies (tions ( or concerns ( aboufit s (exufial haras (s (ment s (houfil2 be 2irecte2 to the Office of
Equfial Opportufinity an2 Affirmative Action o274)( McNamaraF.  



Reading/assignment schedule
[Rea2ings ( s (houfil2 be complete2 prior to the 2ates ( lis (te2.  All rea2ings ( can be foufin2 on oufir Canvas ( s (ite.]

4 Sep no rea2ing
6 Sep this ( s (yllabufis (

“How to Do Well in This ( Coufirs (e”
Lamott, “Shitty rirs (t Drafts (”
Milton, Areopagitica opart 1F

11 Sep Thought paper deadline
Milton, Areopagitica opart 2F

13 Sep Mill, Oi Liberty ochs (. I-IIF

18 Sep Mill, Oi Liberty ochs (. III-IVF
20 Sep Mill, Oi Liberty och. VF

Declaration of In2epen2ence
US Cons (titufition oinclufi2ing Amen2ments (F
“A Too-Brief Gufii2e to the US Sufipreme Coufirt”

25 Sep “clear an2 pres (ent 2anger”
Schenck v. Unite2 States (, 24)(9 US 4)(7 o1919F
Gitlow v. New York, 268 US 652 o1925F
Whitney v. California, 274)( US 357 o1927F
Bran2enbufirg v. Ohio, 395 US 4)(4)(4)( o1969F

27 Sep “fghting wor2s (”
Chaplins (ky v. New Hamps (hire, 315 US 568 o194)(2F
Terminiello v. Chicago, 337 US 1 o194)(9F
Cohen v. California, 4)(03 US 15 o1971F

2 Oct political s (peech
Debs ( v. Unite2 States (, 24)(9 US 211 o1919F
Stromberg v. California, 283 US 359 o1931F
De Jonge v. Oregon, 299 US 353 o1937F
Watkins ( v. Unite2 States (, 354)( US 178 o1957F
Lamont v. Pos (tmas (ter General, 381 US 301 o1965F

4 Oct Tinker v. Des ( Moines (, 393 US 503 o1969F
La2ufie v. Gilleo, 512 US 4)(3 o1994)(F
Minnes (ota Voters ( Alliance v. Mans (ky, 585 US ___ o2018F

9 Oct hate s (peech
R.A.V. v. St. Paufil, 505 US 377 o1992F
Wis (cons (in v. Mitchell, 508 US 4)(76 o1993F
Virginia v. Black, 538 US 34)(3 o2003F

11 Oct the ple2ge of allegiance
Miners (ville v. Gobitis (, 310 US 586 o194)(0F
Wes (t Virginia v. Barnette, 319 US 624)( o194)(3F

16 Oct fag bufirning
Street v. New York, 394)( US 576 o1969F
Texas ( v. Johns (on, 4)(91 US 397 o1989F
Unite2 States ( v. Eichman, 4)(96 US 310 o1990F

18 Oct the pres (s ( an2 national s (ecufirity
New York Times ( v. Unite2 States (, 4)(03 US 715 o1971F



23 Oct libel an2 2efamation of character / emotional 2is (tres (s (
New York Times ( v. Sufillivan, 376 US 254)( o1964)(F
Hufis (tler v. ralwell, 4)(85 US 4)(6 o1988F
Sny2er v. Phelps (, 562 US 4)(4)(3 o2011F

25 Oct obs (cenity, nufi2ity, an2 pornography
Jacobellis ( v. Ohio, 378 US 184)( o1964)(F
Miller v. California, 4)(13 US 15 o1973F

30 Oct Barnes ( v. Glen Theatre, 501 US 560 o1991F
Erie v. Pap’s (, 529 US 277 o2000F

1 Nov As (hcroft v. rree Speech Coalition, 535 US 234)( o2002F
Unite2 States ( v. Williams (, 553 US 285 o2008F

6 Nov broa2cas (ting
rCC v. Pacifca roufin2ation, 4)(38 US 726 o1978F

8 Nov rCC v. rox TV oIF, 556 US 502 o2009F
rCC v. rox TV oIIF, 567 US 239 o2012F

13 Nov internet
Reno v. ACLU, 521 US 84)(4)( o1997F
Unite2 States ( v. American Library As (s (ociation, 539 US 194)( o2003F

15 Nov libraries ( an2 the arts (
Boar2 of E2ufication v. Pico, 4)(57 US 853 o1987F

20 Nov NEA v. rinley, 524)( US 569 o1998F
22 Nov NO CLASS -- THANKSGIVING

27 Nov corporate s (peech
Citizens ( Unite2 v. rEC, 558 US 310 o2010F

29 Nov government s (peech
Pleas (ant Grove City v. Sufimmufim, 555 US 4)(60 o2009F

4 Dec Walker v. Sons ( of Confe2erate Veterans (, 576 US ___ o2015F
Matal v. Tam, 582 US ___ o2017F

6 Dec para2es (
rors (yth Coufinty v. Nationalis (t Movement, 505 US 123 o1992F
Hufirley v. Iris (h-American Gay Groufip of Bos (ton, 515 US 557 o1995F

11 Dec Unite2 States ( v. Alvarez, 567 US 709 o2012F

15 Dec Final deadline for all Case Studies, Blog posts/comments
(1:30 pm)


